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Board of  Directors 
President: 

Mark Halleck 
President-Elect: 

Bruce Farmer 
VP Vocations: 

Donna Rueby 
Sandie Taylor.  

VP Membership: 
Lisa Field 

VP Programs/Hospitality: 
  Programs:    Gary Estess 
  Hospitality: Diddy Muck 

VP Communications: 
       Jane Doherty 
Treasurer: 

Bob Sponaugle 
Secretary: 

Jim Stevens 
Chaplain: 

Father Felix Osasona 
Past President: 

Melia Reed 
Trustees: 

Charlie Garland 
Arlane Sponaugle 

Shalom Rep:  Doug Reed 
Newsletter: Mary Lou Purello 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston
St. Martha Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdalene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic 

THE MONTH OF DECEMBER  
Month of the Immaculate 

Conception

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS
• Wed. Dec 8 - Feast of  the Immaculate Conception 
• Fri. Dec. 10- Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 

8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Sat. Dec. 11 - 11:00 am -Serra Meets - Check website for Zoom invite. Serra Meets.  
• Fri. Dec. 10- Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  

following the 8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Dec. 13 -  Annual Christmas party and recommitment at the 

Manor House in the Barrington.  Contact Diddy! See page 7  
• Tues. Dec. 14 - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations 

following the 7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
•Dec. 25 - Christmas Day 

NOTE:  Beginning  January 2022, monthly meetings at 
Italiano’s  

will be the 3rd Monday of  the month - January 17, 2022 

https://serraus.org/serra-meets/
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX 

Father Felix

It is hard to believe that we are in the last month of the year 2021 and that we are about 
celebrating another Christmas. I thank God that we are alive to recount the good and the bad 
experiences of the year as the word of God says: “In everything give thanks, for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus concerning you” (1Thessalonians 5:18). Coronavirus remains the dominant story 
in the world during the year but with different interventions, infection rates are going down. It is my 
hope and prayer that the coming year 2022 will see the world return to pre-Covid normalcy.  

I think some Catholics are lazy in returning to church and are still using the pandemic as an excuse. If 
we have found our ways back to the office or workplace, to the mall, the cinema house and the stadium, 
there is no reason not to return to church. Maybe some are we waiting for our bishop to lift his 
suspension of the obligation to attend Mass on Sunday before they to return to Mass. The new liturgical 
year began on November 28th, the 1st Sunday of Advent. Maybe we can all begin afresh to draw close 
to God and the faith community as we prepare for Christmas. God has been good to us. His Son, 
Jesus Christ took flesh and dwelt among us, becoming one like us in all things but sin. This is what we 
celebrate at Christmas.  

We live in a society where our religious celebrations have become commercialized. Let us not forget 
what the symbols of the season mean for our faith. We have decorated our homes with lights, Christmas 
trees, the manger scene, and children go to the mall to see Santa Claus sometimes without associating 
these events and symbols with Jesus whose birth brought us this celebration. In decorating the 
Christmas tree, many will traditionally place a star on top of the tree. Do we reflect on what the star 
signifies? It was the star that appears on the night when Jesus Christ was born. It was a special star that 
points the wise men to the newborn baby in Bethlehem. “For we have seen his star in the east, and we 
have come to adore him” (Matthew 2:2).  As the wise men were led to Jesus by the star, we too can 
follow His light in our lives and so be his true disciples.  

I look forward to celebrating our Christmas Mass and Party on December 13th. On this day, every 
member of the Club will renew their commitment to the mission of the Club which is to foster vocations 
in the church. I am grateful to each of you for keeping this commitment, praying for vocations, and 
doing what you can to promote it. I know that your prayers for vocations and for priests are efficacious 
as I feel the impact of your prayers in my life. Thank you!  

Wishing you are blessed and merry Christmas, and a happy New Year! 

- Rev. Felix I. Osasona, MSP  

Led by the Star
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, MARK HALLECK 

Mark

In place of  the November general membership meeting, we substituted an evening of  
Adoration by Candlelight at the Co-Cathedral of  the Sacred Heart in downtown 
Houston. The event was attended by a dozen or so members from our Northeast of  
Houston club. 

 

The Co-Cathedral, bathed primarily in the flickering light of  hundreds of  candles is an especially reverent and 
sacred setting making the crucifix seem particularly true to life.  In that environment one can easily appreciate 
the immensity of  Christ’s sacrifice on behalf  of  humanity and at the same time feel the hope and promise in 
the presence of  the Precious Body and the Holy Spirit.  

As the Priest placed the blessed sacrament in the monstrance, I told myself  to keep my eyes on Christ. For a 
few moments I was able to intensely focus my vision and thoughts on Christ’s presence. But like the flickering 
of  the candles my attention would wane, and I would be distracted by some sound or movement, my mind 
would wander, and I would have to consciously draw my attention back to Christ. This happened repeatedly, 
and I became frustrated with my inability to stay focused. 

As usually happens in these instances there is a lesson to be learned from the experience. I realized that these 
moments were not unlike daily life where I often begin the day determined to stay focused on Christ, but I find 
one challenge or another constantly drawing my attention away.  Finally, I concluded that holiness (for me) 
isn’t simply staying constantly focused on Christ but returning it to Him each time I find myself  drawn away. 
Holiness is a lifelong journey, not a place that one simply arrives at and says, “I made it!”. Thank you for the 
reminder, Lord. 

Adoration by Candlelight at the Co-Cathedral is currently scheduled each month until March of  2022. It is an 
experience I would highly recommend, as well as our twice monthly Adoration for Vocations at St. Martha.  

May you and your families all have a blessed Advent Season and a Holy and Merry Christmas.
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ARCHDIOCESE  NEWS -  

ALTAR SERVER APPRECIATION MASS NOVEBER 13 
Congratulations to all These Young People Who Served for Five Years or More

St. Dominic had 24 young servers, 6 were honored by serving during this Mass.

These Seminarians had fun at the World Series
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DECEMBER SAINTS FOR SURVIVING 2021   

3 - St Francis Xavier, Priest, Missionary - Born in 1506 in Navarre (Spain); died on this day in 1552 off  the 
coast of  China. Francis Xavier met Ignatius of  Loyola while both were studying in Paris and became one of  
the first Jesuits. At the request of  Ignatius, he went to Goa (India) as a missionary and travelled extensively 
through southeast Asia to Japan, winning many converts and organizing Christian communities. He was noted 
for the simplicity of  his lifestyle and for his tireless missionary zeal. 

december saints

6 - St Nicholas, Bishop - He died in the fourth century. Bishop of  Myra (Turkey) but nothing more is 
known about his life. Since the tenth century, widely venerated and frequently claimed as a patron in both 
East and West. His cult in the West was further ensured when his relics were moved from Myra to Bari 
(Italy) in the eleventh century. His reputation for generosity led to the custom of  giving children gifts on his 
feast day, and thus to the Christmas figure of  Santa Claus. 

8 - Immaculate Conception 
This feast had its origin in the East as the “Conception of  Mary by Saint Anne.” It spread through the West 
during the Middle Ages as the “Immaculate Conception” and was extended to the entire Western Church in 
the eighteenth century. The feast celebrates Mary, preserved from sin from the moment of  conception; she is 
the first fruits of  her Son’s redemption and a prophetic model of  what the Church is called to be. 

13 - St Lucy, Virgin, Martyr 
Lucy died at Syracuse in Sicily, probably in the persecution of  the emperor Diocletian in 304. Widely 
venerated from the earliest times, her memorial has long been kept on this day. Probably because her name 
is suggestive of  light, her intercession has been sought for eyesight problems. Named in Eucharistic Prayer I 
(The Roman Canon) and remembered as a youth, radiant with Christian faith and courage. 

14 - St John of  the Cross, Priest, Doctor of  the Church 
Born in 1542 at Fontiveros (Spain); died on this day in Ubeda. A Carmelite priest who joined Saint Teresa of  
Jesus in the work of  Carmelite reform and, despite opposition and imprisonment, organized the discalced 
Carmelites. Noted for his mystical writings, which combine theology and poetry to describe the spiritual 
journey through darkness to union with God. 

12 - Our Lady of  Guadalupe 
The North American continent is honored by the Shrine of  Our Lady of  Guadalupe near Mexico City. On 9 
December 1531, the Blessed Mother appeared to a simple Amer-indian convert, Juan Diego. Her picture was 
miraculously impressed upon his cloak. Our Lady of  Guadalupe, Patroness of  the Americas, showed herself  as a 
tender and compassionate mother. 

26 - St Stephen, martyr 
In light of what was to Stephen, how amazing were his final words, praying to God to pardon his 
killers. His “crime” was to have spoken hard truths that his audience did not want to hear. So 
the frenzied mob put him to death by stoning. Under the rocks crushing out his life, Stephen 
commended his spirit to Jesus, and with his dying breath prayed for his killers. 

https://www.associationofcatholicpriests.ie/2018/12/saints-of-the-month-dec/
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December Birthdays  
6 - Consecrated Joelma Regis, the Chancery Office 
8 - Seminarian Jose J Serrato, St. Mary’s Seminary 
12 - Sr. Julianne Sandoval, St. Martha’s Kitchen 
14 - Seminarian David Ramirez, St. Martha 
16 - Tom Angelino 
16 - Jack Ward 
17 - Bruce Farmer 
18 - Fr. David Angelino, St. Theresa Church 
22 - Fr. Richard Barker, St. Philip the Apostle 
27 - Dcn. James Meshell, St. Mary Magdalene 
29 - Rodney Williamson

For more information about Serra Northeast of  Houston, please contact President, Mark Halleck, mhalleck@icloud.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact,                 Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

Prayers for:  
• Mary Chibiko Olanma Njoku, mother of  Sister 

Marillac died recently.  Prayers for all of  the 
family. 

• Tom Wilson is home from the hospital and 
continuing to make progress. Continue to pray. 

• Eileen Benvegnu’s Dad, David Schlesinger who 
has entered hospice care 

• Diddy’s daughter, who is expecting a baby very 
soon. 

Adoration by Candlelight November 16

Thank you Maggie for sharing these beautiful photos

Thank you Maggie for sharing these beautiful photos

December Ordination Anniversaries 

12 - Father Ralph Roberts, St. Martha 
21 - Msg. Chester Borski, St. Mary’s Seminary

mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
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Please join us for our annual Christmas Celebra!on
Monday, December 13, 2021

6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Mass will be celebrated by Father Felix Osasona, MSP                    
At "e, #e Barring$n’s, Manor House

2700 Nor" Cotswald Manor Drive, at 6:45 p.m.

Fo&owing a special re-commitment blessing, we wi& enjoy 
a holiday assortment of heavy hors d’oeuvres              

and a varie' of wine.

$17 per person

Please respond $ "e Evi( by December 6, 2021 or contact:

Diddy Muck
diddymuck@gmail.com

(281) 615-2015

Serra Club Northeast of Houston 

Invites You To Our Annual Christmas Mass

And the angel said to them: Fear not; for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy that shall be to 
all the people:  
For, this day is born to you a Saviour, who is Christ 
the Lord, in the city of David. And this shall be a 
sign unto you. You shall find the infant wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and laid in a manger.… 

Luke 2:10-12

Shalom Center 2021Thanksgiving Day dinner was 
a feast thanks to the contributions of fifteen Serra 
families. My track record with mash potatoes is hit 
or miss so I called in an expert, my mother. 
Together we changed 24 potatoes into two large 
pans of fluffy goodness and I got some much 
needed practice. Doug and I filled up the back of 
the SUV with two full turkeys, two smoked breasts 
and lots of delicious looking sides and headed up 
to Splendora Wednesday afternoon. I wish you 
could have been there to receive the heart-felt 
thanks from many members of the staff. The cook 
was especially grateful! 

Thank you to each of you for continuing to faithfully 
serve the men and women dedicated to saving 
souls.


Melia Reed
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

Thank you Pat Bush for this addition!

If  you want to be holy, if  you seek meaning in your life, start 
looking into your own life and attacking your pride in all of  
its many forms. God will give you extraordinary light and the 
ultimate reward of  holiness. For your holiness relies not on 
what you do, but on what you allow God to do through you. 
Have courage. God will perfect you. 

Mother Angelica

We need to find God, 
and he cannot be 
found in noise and 
restlessness.  God is the 
friend of  silence.  See 
how nature - trees, 
flowers, grass - grows 
in silence; see the stars, 
the moon and the sun, 
how they move in 
silence…. We need 
silence to be able to 
touch souls.

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/823843
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/823843
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/823843
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/823843
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/823843
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/823843
https://www.azquotes.com/author/18179-Mother_Angelica

